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Agenda 

• National Domestic Violence Perspective  

• The Work of the National Family Justice 

Center Alliance 

• MAG Protocol Evaluation Project 

• The Future 



The last fourteen weeks in the 

United States of America… 
Under FBI guidelines, a mass murder is 

fourth deaths without a cooling off period 





Mass Murders & 

Murder/Suicides 

• July 8 - Wheatland, Wyoming: 5 

• July 18 - Medford, Oregon: 6 

• July 23 - Grand Prairie, Texas: 6 

• August 7 - Copley, Ohio: 9 

• August 19 - Newport News, Virginia: 6* 

• September 5 – Morgantown, WV: 5* 

• September 18 – Lakeland, Florida:  

• September 25 - Morgantown, PA:  3* 

• October 13 – Seal Beach, CA: 8   



Dedication 

Deputy Sheriff Roger Rice 

Lauren’s County Sheriff’s 

Office – South Carolina 

July 14, 2011 

Sgt. Steve Kenner 

Bismarck Police 

Department 

North Dakota 

July 8, 2011 



And many others… 



Diana Gonzalez, 19,  
Murdered on10-12-10 in San Diego 
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But don’t forget the children… 

The Dumas Children 



Judge Rowland Barnes (Court clerk 

Julie Brandau and Deputy Hoyt 

Teasley) 



What can we do? 

• Educate yourself about the sobering statistics by 

reviewing the research from the National Network to End 

Domestic Violence and the National Coalition Against 

Domestic Violence.  Then, speak out!   

• Question the failures of systems to collaborate and 

respond earlier and more effectively to dangerous 

domestic violence offenders.   

• Demand more attention to the issue of family violence 

from elected officials and local policy makers.  

• Support local domestic violence shelters, Family Justice 

Centers, and other programs seeking to provide help 

and support to victims and their children.  

• Refuse to let any woman, child, or man die in vain 

http://www.nnedv.org/
http://www.nnedv.org/
http://www.ncadv.org/
http://www.ncadv.org/


Telling Amy’s Story 

Gael B. Strack, JD @ 2010 



Themes 

• We are not done… 

• DREAM BIG! 

• Come together and stick together 

• Be the best! 

• Innovate, innovate, innovate 

• Stay accountable to survivors 

• Working together changes the world 

for victims and their children 



National Family Justice  

Center Alliance  

• Publicly and privately funded national alliance 

• National TA Team – On-site assistance, On-line 
assistance/Webinars 

• National standards/Web TV/Video teleconferencing/Staff 
Exchanges/International Conferences/Webinars 

• Comprehensive OVW TA Provider for federally funded 
FJC/FAC/MDT sites 

• FJC Institute  funded by Verizon Foundation 

• New statewide initiatives evolving, shelters leading the 
way in some communities and police/DA in others 

• Host the National Strangulation Training Institute 

• www.familyjusticecenter.org  

 

 

http://www.familyjusticecenter.org/


NFJCA Website 

www.familyjusticecenter.org  

http://www.familyjusticecenter.org/


New Book 

 • Dream Big 

• Start Small 

• Move Fast 

• Or Move Over 



Our Next Conference 



 

Our Vision  

 
• A future where…  

– All the needs of victims are met 

– Children are protected 

– Violence fades,  

– Aggressors are held accountable 

– Justice increases, 

– Families heal and thrive,  

– Hope is realized, and  

– We ALL work together… 



Our Mission 

• To create a network of national and 

international Family Justice Centers 

• With close working relationships 

• Shared training and technical assistance, 

• Collaborative learning processes, and 

• Coordinated funding 



The Collaboration Journey 

• Community-based 

agencies with multi-

disciplinary services and 

multi-agency partnerships 

• DV Task Force/CCR 

• Specialization 

• DV Courts 

• Law Enforcement DV 

Units 

• Prosecution DV Units 

• Probation DV Units 

• Batterer Intervention 

Programs 

• DV Prosecution/Law 

Enforcement/Advocacy 

Teams 

• Best Practices/Protocol 

Development 

• Expanding Multi-Agency 

Work to Increase Access 

to Services for Victims 

and Their Children 

• Expanding Multi-

Disciplinary Teams (Civil 

Legal, Medical, Faith) 

• High Risk Teams 



Informed by…  

• Child Advocacy Centers 

• Rape Crisis Centers 

• Research and Evidence-Based Practices 

• Multi-Disciplinary Work of DV Shelters 

• MDT Models/CCR Models 

• Family Advocacy Centers 

• Survivors 

• Greenbook Initiative Project 



The FJCA National Advisory Board 

Sarah Buel, J.D. 
Director, 
Diane Halle Center 
for Family Justice, 
ASU College of Law 

Yvonne Carrasco 
Consultant to 
Foundations & 
the Non-Profit 
Sector 

Sue Else 
President, 
National Network 
to End Domestic 
Violence 

Denise Gamache 
Director, 
Battered Women’s 
Justice Project 

Dean M. Hawley, MD 
Professor, 
Indiana University 
School of Medicine 
Clarian Pathology 
Laboratory 

Mike Mason 
Chief of Security, 
Verizon 

Nancy E. O'Malley 
District Attorney, 
Office of the District 
Attorney, Alameda County 

Kim Wells 
Executive Director, 
Corporate Alliance to End 
Partner Violence 

Oliver J. Williams, Ph.D. 
Executive Director, 
Institute on DV in the African 
American Community, 
Professor, 
School of Social Work, 
University of MN 

Amy Sánchez  
Chief Executive 
External Relations for  
Casa de Esperanza 



Focus Group Feedback 

• Victims Are Fearful of Systems and Don’t 

Understand the Process 

• Court is the Scariest Place to Seek Help 

• Shelters are the Safest Place 

• Victims Must Go from Place to Place 

• They Must Tell Their Story Over and Over 

• Victims Want All Their Services Together 

in One Place 

 



Grand Opening – October 2002 





San Diego Family Justice Center 

Oct. 2002 to Oct. 2010 
 

• Located at 707 

Broadway, Suites 200 

• 40,000 square feet 

• Near public transportation 

& courts 

• 27 Agencies – Public and 

Private 

• 120 Professionals 

• 120 Volunteers 

• 40,000 families served in 

8 years 



San Diego FJC New Home: 

Co-Located with the San 

Diego Housing Commission 

at Smart Corner  October 1, 2010   



Oprah Video 





Current Models Identified 

Across the Country 
80 Open and 150 Developing 



Tarrant County 



Tarrant County (TX) -The 

Dreams Are Getting Bigger 



Future: Statewide & Regional 

Initiatives 



COPS Conference 2011 

Power of Family Justice 

Centers 

Priority - Collaboration 



MAG Protocol Evaluation 

Project 

• Congratulations 

• Impressive Protocol 

• Amazing Collaboration 



The Criminal Justice System 

Journey 

• Do Nothing 

• Do Something Even It Does Not Work 

• Do Everything 

• Do What Needs To Be Done 

• Do What Works 

• Do It in Partnership With Others 



Herding Cats 



The best results come from… 

• Focusing on the offender 

• Holding the criminal accountable 

• Building cases prosecutors can win with or 
without victim testimony in the case-in-
chief 

• Partnerships between police, prosecutors, 
and advocates 

• Increased victim safety 

• Effective intervention 

• Comprehensive services 



MAG Protocol Evaluation 

• Initial Response 

– * Brief Officers about History of DV 

• On-Scene Assistance to Victims 

–  * Crisis Response for victims 

–  * Education about Intimidation 

• On-Scene Investigation 

– * Special emphasis on Children 

• Arrest Decision – no mention of felony 

– * Seize the firearms 

 



MAG Protocol 

• Arrest Decision 

– Predominant Aggressor 

 



MAG Protocol 

• Complete Reports 

– * Contact information 

for Victims 

– Don’t forget about text 

messages from the 

suspect to the victim 

 



Things to Consider 
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Dr. Jackie Campbell’s Danger Assessment Tool 

• www.dangerassessment.org 
49 



Webinars to Watch 

Family Justice Center Alliance 

@2011 
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Webinars to Watch 

Family Justice Center Alliance 
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Mosaic 20 

• Developed by Gavin DeBecker 

• Computer Program which assesses 

lethality based on 5,000 DV homicide 

cases 

– Los Angeles Sheriff’s Department 

– Whittier Court 

– San Diego City and District Attorney 

• Video 

Family Justice Center Alliance 

@2011 
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Gael B. Strack, JD @ 2010 



Scott Kessler, ADA 

• Queens Borough 

District Attorney's 

Office.   

• Charge 6,000 

domestic violence 

arrests each year in 

Queens.  

•  Scott recently 

celebrated his 20th 

year at the DA's 

office.   

• Forfeiture by 

Wrongdoing – The 

Next Frontier in the 

Prosecution of DV 

Cases 

54 Family Justice Center Alliance 
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On-line Webinar on Forfeiture 

Hearings 

• Go to www.familyjusticecenter.org 

• Go to resource library 

• Go to prosecution  

• Click: How to Build & Handle Forfeiture 

Cases in Court - Nov. 14, 2008 Download 

PDF or Video  

• Join the Alliance as a “Friend” 

55 Family Justice Center Alliance 
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http://www.familyjusticecenter.org/
http://www.familyjusticecenter.org/index.php/component/option,com_jdownloads/Itemid,171/cid,55/task,view.download/
http://www.familyjusticecenter.org/index.php/component/option,com_jdownloads/Itemid,171/cid,55/task,view.download/


Casey Gwinn’s Interview with 

Ellen Pence  
• Available as a 

webcast 

Gael B. Strack, JD @ 2010 



The Most Effective Work Is 

What WE do Together… 



Focus 
On the task at hand 

victims 



Bite size 



Thank you! 

www.familyjusticecenter.org 


